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Abstract: The paper reviews the status of exploration, development and utilization of coalbed methane (CBM) in China, es-

pecially the advances made in China’s CBM industry in the 10th Five—Year Plan period

achievements in China’s CBM exploration and development may be summarized as follows:

advance abreast; the exploration direction is clearer;

and have been tested,

popularized and applied to a wider field;

(from 2001 to 2005). The main

basic research and applied research

the key technologies of CBM exploitation and development highly varied

and ten major exploration achievements show prospects of

commercialization. Four state—level CBM development demonstration projects, i.e. the Panhe project and Zaoyuan project in

the South Qinshui basin,

Sihe project in Jincheng and the Fuxin project in Liaoning,

have been completed and put into

production, which indicates that the CBM industry in China has stepped into the stage of commercialization.
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Fig.1 Numbers of coalbed methane wells

in various periods in China
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