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Abstract: This article elaborates the necessity and important significance of carrying out the work of investigation and appraisal
of oil and gas strategic areas throughout China from the angle of petroleum companies. According to the situation that
PetroChina’s oil and gas exploration faces, five main directions of future onshore oil and gas resources strategic area selection
are proposed: foreland basins, middle and lower combinations of superimposed basins, Qinghai—Tibet Plateau, medium and
small peripheral basins and unconventional oil—gas resources. These exploration areas all have good resource conditions, multi-
ple strategic targets and better exploration prospects. The authors suggest that the work of strategic areas selection should follow
four principles: strategy, foresightedness, foundation and risk.
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Table 1 Results of evaluation of oil and gas resources
in sedimentary basins on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau
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Fig. 1
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Distribution of foreland basins in central and western China and

important targets of select strategic areas
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Fig.2 Types of onshore superimposed basins of China and distribution of

important targets of select strategic areas
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