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Abstract: At present the contradiction between supply and demand for China’s petroleum resources becomes more and more
prominent, and in this serious situation, it is important to select strategic areas of petroleum resources throughout China and
enhance strategic survey and early—stage evaluation of petroleum resources. In recent years, projects of strategic area selection
have been carried out with the focus on Meso—Cenozoic down—faulted basin swarms in the Qinghai—Tibet Plateau, Qaidam
basin, Songpan—Aba area and Northeast China, pre—Paleogene in North China, deep—sea area on the continental slope of the
northern South China Sea and pre—Paleogene of the southern Yellow Sea, as well as the prospects of exploitation and utiliza-
tion of coal—bed gas in China. Some achievements and knowledge have been acquired. The paper discusses the position, tasks
and characteristics of the strategic areas, analyzes the work focuses of the future strategic petroleum areas and presents related
measures, which may guide and promote the work of strategic petroleum area selection.
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