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Table 1 Contents of coalbed methane

in various coal districts in the Ordos basin
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Fig. 1

Favorable districts for coalbed methane

development in the Ordos basin
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Coalbed methane resources in the Ordos basin
and its development potential

FENG Sanli YE Jianping ZHANG Suian
Coalbed Gas Co. Lid. Beijing 100011  China

Abstract Two coal measures the Carboniferous—Permian and Jurassic coal measures occur in the Ordos
basin. In the two coal measures coal beds are well developed and very thick. The coal rank of the Car-
boniferous—Permian coal beds is high  the coals being gas coal and anthracite  and the gas content is
high being 2.46—23.25 m’/t whereas the coal rank of the Jurassic coal beds is low with long frame coal
predominating and the gas content is low being 0.01—6.29 m’/t. The total coalbed methane resources in
the whole basin are 107235.7X10°m’  accounting for 1/3 of the total coalbed methane resources of the
whole country. The potential of the coalbed exploration and development is great. The most favorable dis-
tricts for the coalbed gas development include the Hedong coal field and Carboniferous—Permian coal fields
of northern Shaanxi in the eastern margin of Ordos and the Weibei coal field on the southern margin of
Ordos  the favorable districts include the Huanglong coal field in southern Ordos and the Qingyang coal—
bearing district and Lingwu —Yanchi —Weizhou coal —bearing district in western Ordos.  Thus it may be
found that the most favorable and favorable districts of coalbed methane are mainly distributed along the
basin margins. The eastern margin of Ordos Weibei coal field and Huanglong coal field are hot—spot areas
for the current coalbed methane exploration.
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