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Fig. 2 Glacial eroded landform near Zhaomiao Lindong
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Quaternary glacial geology and origin of glacial pothole
swarms in Inner Mongolia

ZHAO Guo-long' ZHU Hong-sen* LI Bo-yang®

WANG You® ZHU Hui-zhong’
(1.Inner Mongolia Bureau of Geology and Mineral Exploration and Development Hohhot 010020 China

2.No. 10 Institute of Geology and Mineral Exploration and Development of

Inner Mongolia Chifeng, Inner Mongolia 024005 China)

Abstract Special investigations were carried out of the Quaternary glacial geology and origin
of glacial pothole swarms in the Lindong area  Inner Mongolia. Through the investigations
the authors found late Pleistocene boulder clays and typical glacial gravels such as septaria as

well as valley glacial remnants such as cirques knife-edge crests horns and epigenetic struc-
ture in glacial troughs. Pothole swarms developed in granite bodies may be classified into
three types: moulins formed during ablation of ice and snow in the glacial stage  potholes
formed during seasonal precipitation and tafoni formed mainly by wind abraision. Glacial pot-
holes in the area occur in company with valley glaciers. Evidence of the existence of conti-
nental ice sheets such as distal huge dirft boulders has not been found.
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